
January 12, 1950. 

1 have written the additional lettars you requested, and 
asked i;he Dean of the Graduate Sohool to add hi8 endoreemsnt 
to verify your ao<leptability a8 a ~St-dOGtOral fellow. I am 
very much surprised that my own letter w not adequate. 

I% will have to work out the details later, but simply a8 a 
barie for requetrtlng the fellorshlp, sorm title for your project 
is desirable. In view of the kind of facilitfsa that we have, 
I would prefer not to mcouraga you to oontinue your biochemical 
Inve8ti.gation8 while you EIl?S here. &&her, f would sUgge8t that 
your work on 8pontansous mutat,ionAntroduoes an exceedingly irn- 
portant problea, &n particular whether the aonnection between 
amuttltion and growth is both general and real. For such work, 
E. col3. would be a preferable organism,1 think, and what I have 
in mind is-an exploration of the conditions of epontaneoys 
irmbation (e.g., temperature, growth rate, C and N turnover inde- 
pendent of gxxwth, and so forth). In addition, we have 8ome 
very promising ~mater3al for studying the closely related problem 
of phenotypic lag. Just as a working basis, therefore, I would 
suggest that you put down merely iQlpontaneou8 mutation in bacteria'!, 
with aptwial reference to &ltural conditiornr, a8 a project title 
if called for. 

With best regards to Rog, 

Joshua Lederberg 

. 


